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(Investigation process) 

 

 

1. The Case of February 5
th

 Explosion 
 

On the 5
th

 of February 1992, ten years ago, an explosion happened on a bus in 

Urumqi, capital of XUAR. The first incident of violence and terrorism in this border 

city since the early 1990s, this incident also marked the beginning of the violent and 

terrorist action against innocent people, performed by the Eastern Turkestan terrorist 

forces. Many people still remember this incident very well. 

 

Li Faling: I will never forget this incident, no matter how long ago it had happened. 

 

On the evening of February 5
th

, 1992, Li Faling, a conductor on line No. 52 bus, got 

on the bus, serial no. 16715. This was the last bus that day, because it was the second 

day of a lunar year. 

 

Li Faling: It was the Chinese New Year, so many people were going home to drink. 

Our bus stopped at the Science Academy, and some passengers got off. As soon as the 

bus began moving again, there was a bang and I lost my consciousness. 

 

At 21:40, on the evening February 5
th

, 1992, a bomb exploded on bus No. 52, serial 

no. 16715. 

 

Li Faling: After I opened my eyes, I saw that the bus simply looked like fishing net. 

Reporter: What was the first terrible view you saw after the explosion? 

Li Faling: It was a minority man, in his 30s, the explosion broke both his legs. At that 

time, he badly wanted to stand, and I helped him up. I did not know what time it was, 

he grasped my sleeve and fell once more. Then, I shouted to the people outside the 

bus, but they could not hear me and I could not hear them either. 

Reporter: Were you wounded? 

Li Faling: I was. Since then I have been suffering timpani membrane perforation; it is 

quite serious. And a hole was made in my leg. 

 

At 21:42, two minutes after the explosion on bus No. 52, another explosion took place 

on bus No. 30. Taking place during the Spring Festival, this series of bus explosions 

caused three deaths, nine people were seriously wounded and fourteen people were 

lightly wounded. 
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Yang Delu (Deputy Director General of the XUAR Public Security Office): Those 

criminals confessed that they did want to “celebrate the Spring Festival by lighting 

firecrackers”. 

Reporter: What organization and who on earth was responsible for these explosions? 

Yang Delu: It was in 1990 that a violent and terrorist organization, called the Party of 

Islamic Reformers, was established in Xinjiang. Its aim is to split Xinjiang from the 

big family of China. 

 

Xinjiang is located in the northwest border area of China. As early as 60 BC, the Han 

Dynasty has established the west region administration there, since then, Xinjiang has 

been part of the Chinese territories. During the Sui and Tang dynasties, an ancient 

nomadic nationality named Tujue (Turk) has held sway over north China. In the 8
th

 

century, the Eastern and Western Turkish kingdoms perished one after the other, and 

their descendants gradually mixed together with other peoples. In order to split China 

at the end of the 19
th

 century and the beginning of the 20
th

 century, some foreign 

colonialists purposely called Xinjiang “EasternTurkestan” and created the fallacy 

that Xinjiang is the homeland of the “Eastern Turks”. It is based on this fallacy that 

some Xinjiang splittists reject the history that Xinjiang has been the common 

homeland of different Chinese nationalities since ancient times and claim that 

“Eastern Turkestan” is an independent country. This is the origin of the so-called 

“Eastern Turkestan”. 

 

Yang Delu: In history, both foreign and domestic hostile forces have never stopped 

their sabotage. Especially in the middle of the 1990s, say seven or eight years before 

1997 or 1998, this kind of terrorist criminal offence reached high tide. 

 

After the peaceful liberation of Xinjiang in 1949, the people of different nationalities 

there were united together to build their happy homeland. Especially since the reform 

and opening to the outside world, economic construction has developed considerably 

and people’s living standard has risen rapidly. Still, a handful of Eastern Turkestan 

elements never take social stability as a whole into consideration. In order to achieve 

their purpose of splitting from China, they engaged in a series of terrorist activities. 

From 1992 to 2001, Eastern Turkestan forces were engaged in at least 200 violent 

terrorist attacks, having caused 162 deaths of people of different nationalities, cadres 

of society or religious believes, and more than 440 wounded. 

 

Yang Delu: The victims were of different nationalities including women and children. 

Thus, the violence and terror in Xinjiang are neither ethnic nor religious issues, but a 

kind of crime aimed at of splitting China. 

 

2. A Terrorist Training Camp 
 

As early as 1990, two years before the case of the February 5
th

 explosion, the Eastern 

Turkestan terrorists established more than ten terrorist training camps in Kashi, 

Hotan and Aksu, Xinjiang, in order to train terrorists to perform criminal activities. 

Based on the clues gained during the investigation of the case of the February 5
th

 

explosion, the Xinjiang police discovered a terrorist training camp in Bokesumu 

Village, in Yecheng County. This is one of the earliest terrorist training camps of the 

Eastern Turkestan terrorists. 
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Reporter: Why did they choose these places for their shooting training camp? 

Mutuola Musha: There are no dwellers or herdsmen, and even grass can’t grow there. 

Reporter: How long were the training periods there? 

Mutuola Musha: Nine months from beginning to end. A complete training program in 

different weapons was conducted at the camp. It included using small-caliber pistols 

and assembling explosive devices. 

Reporter: Led by the local police, ten years later we found this terrorist arms training 

camp, far from any villages. Between October 1991 and June 1992, 62 terrorists in 

three groups were trained there. During the following few years they were engaged in 

a number of violent terrorist acts. 

 

On January 5
th

, this year, we visited the home of Pei Laishan, of the Karanggutuolake 

village.  

 

Reporter: The meal is cooked for the whole day. How many people eat it? 

Pei Laishan: Four people. 

Reporter: Did your own family plant this? 

Pei Laishan: Yes, with its own hands. 

Reporter: So it was, it looks good. 

Pei Laishan: It is not bad. Xinjiang is a good place. Had it not been for those rotten 

eggs, it could have been a lot better. 

 

Pei Laishan will be fifty-two years old this year. On November 20
th

 1996, his son, Pei 

Yinghua, and daughter in law, Yang Yizhen were killed by terrorists in his own home. 

 

Pei Laishan: It was a terrible disaster. Look, the kids are so young, but we are old. We 

need all the help we can get at the farm. 

Reporter: Are both these children Pei Yinghua’s? 

Pei Laishan: Yes, one was six at the time and the other was four. 

Reporter: Were they there when the murder took place? 

Pei Laishan: This one was not there, because he was at school, but that one was. 

Reporter: How come? What happened at home? 

Pei Bingbing (son of Pei Yinghua): The door was not locked well and some people 

broke in. 

Policeman: Look, this is the door. 

Reporter: These are marks left by knives. 

Policeman: They were made by knives. 

 

The murderers Yibikayin Maimaiti and Duxun  Saimaiti, who have already been 

executed, had once been trained at the terrorist training ground in Yecheng County. 

On November 20
th

, 1996, they led twelve terrorists breaking into the home of Pei 

Yinghua. 

 

Pei Bingbing: When my dad saw the criminals entering, he put the quilt over my 

head. 

Reporter: So your father hid you? 

Pei Bingbing: Yes. 

 

Of the four people at home at that time, all but the four-year-old Pei Bingbing, who 

was hidden under a quilt by his father and escaped death by sheer luck, were killed. 
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Reporter: Why did they choose Pei Yinghua as their target? 

Dai Guanghui: Having an argument, some members of the organization said that, to 

cause a sensation that would drive a thousand Han people away from the region, they 

should find a rich and influential Han family and kill them.  

 

The family of Pei Yinghua is one of the few [Han] families in Karanggutuolake 

Village. Hearing about our visit to the village, the surrounding Uyghur masses all 

spontaneously came to the Pei Leishan family courtyard. 

 

Reporter: In your opinion, what are the differences between Pei Yinghua and you? 

Uyghur: There is no difference. 

Reporter: Do you consider him a native to this region? 

Uyghur: Yes. 

Reporter: What was the relationship between Pei Yinghua’s family and yours? 

Uyghur: Very good, he grew up here. 

Reporter: Did you feel frightened after the incident? 

Uyghur: Yes we did. 

Reporter: Didn’t they kill only people of Han origin? 

Uyghur: But we have good relations with the Han people. They [the terrorists] also 

killed Uyghur cadres and religious figures. We are very frightened. 

 

3. Eastern Turkestan Terrorists: “We Undertake Traitor-

Elimination Acts”  

 

One of the terrorists’ methods to foment ethnic splits is to oppose and exclude Han 

people, but the Han people are not their only target. On April 29
th

 1996, eight 

terrorists broke into the homes of four basic-level Uyghur cadres, killed four people 

and wounded three. 

 

Yasheng Abula: They went there and shot them dead. 

 

Yasheng Abula was one of leaders of the Eastern Turkestan organizations. In 1996 he 

had plotted and executed the April 29
th

 attack against the Uyghur cadres. 

 

Reporter: How did you choose your [assassination] targets at the time? 

Yasheng Abula: The action we took was aimed at eliminating traitors. The targets 

included basic-level cadres with social prestige and religious figures who were close 

to the Xinjiang government. 

 

On May 2
nd

, 1996 the police surrounded the eight terrorists responsible for the April 

29th murder, when trying to escape. After resisting for more than ten hours, the 

terrorists took the most extreme action: they killed themselves with a bomb. One of 

the eight criminals was Yasheng Abula’s younger brother. 

 

Reporter: Did you hear the story of your brother’s death? 

Yasheng Abula: Yes. He killed himself with a bomb. 

 

In addition to learning the use of weapons in dozens of the Eastern Turkestan training 

camps, the terrorists also went through extreme religious indoctrination. In 1996 the 
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police captured a tape propagating extreme religious ideas at a terrorist training 

camp. The tape said: Can you take part in the battle? He who does not fight and is not 

willing to sacrifice his life and property has no faith. He and the likes of him should 

be shot at, without fearing death. 

 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: The main idea is to favor a Holy War [Jihad]. 

 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi is only twenty-eight years old. Having only primary school 

education, he was once a peasant in Kashi. After two months of terrorist training he 

and other terrorists killed a taxi driver in Urumqi for trying their guns. 

  

Reporter: Who did the shooting? 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: The gun was in my hand. 

Rreporter: Where did you shoot him? 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: I shot him in the ear. 

Reporter: But you’ve killed a driver whom you did not know and toward whom you 

held no ill feelings. 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: I did not think much at the time. 

 

He did not receive much education. He only believed that he would not make any 

mistake as long as he acted by following the instructions given to him. 

 

Yasheng Abula: Our attitude and opinion was, that in order to establish an Islamic 

authority, we should keep fighting against all the forces who oppose or hinder the 

establishment of an Islamic regime and that they should be the targets for attack. 

Reporter: Including all non-Islamic people? 

Yasheng Abula: Yes. 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: Anyone disobeying the Islamic law is our enemy, even our own 

parents. 

Reporter: What means did you use for the fight? 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: Whatever means. If it could kill, it was sufficient. 

  

Reporter (on the spot): This is the Id Kah Mosque, which has a history of more than 

five hundred years. Every day, many Muslims come here for religious services, an 

indispensable part of daily life for the local minority. According to the Chinese 

constitution, every citizen has the freedom to believe in any religion. Namely, normal 

religious activities are protected by law. But, just as any kind of personal behavior, 

religious activities should also conform to the law and to the premise that on no 

account should the interests of the state be infringed upon. 

 

As one of the most famous mosques in Asia, Id Kah mosque is located at the central 

square of Kashi, with a large Muslim crowd of participants in the services conducted 

every day. On May 12
th

 1996, Aronghan Aji, the over-70 years old head of the Id Kah 

mosque and a member of the standing committee of the National Islamic Association, 

became a target for assassination. 

 

Reporter: Do you have any enemies? 

Aronghan Aji: I have never had any enemies. I have been practicing religious rites for 

fifty-five years and people are satisfied with and are happy about my work. I have 

never offended anyone. 
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On the early morning of May 12
th

 1996, Aronghan Aji woke early as usual and, 

accompanied by his son, was about to cross this small lane in front of his house and 

head for the mosque, where he was to preside over the morning service. 

 

Reporter: Did you attend the mosque every day at the time? 

Aronghan Aji: Yes. 

Reporter: And your son accompanied you? 

Aronghan Aji: Every time, I always went with my son. 

 

The murder attempt took place on the small lane less than fifty meters from here. At 

07:30 on the morning of May 12
th

 1996, Aronghan Aji and his son were attacked by 

three terrorists in front of Aronghan Aji’s house. They were seriously wounded and 

suffered severe cuts. 

 

Aronghan Aji: During my stay at the 2
nd

 People’s Hospital of Kashi Prefecture a Han 

doctor, who could speak Uyghur, told me that he sewed up twenty-two wounds of 

mine. My hands were also wounded badly. Since then I was unable to hold anything 

in my hands. I used to have good health, but no more. Now I can’t do anything. 

 

As he was seriously wounded, he can no longer conduct the services at the mosque. 

 

Awuti Mawuti: At that time, the order was to kill him. 

 

In 1998, the Xinjiang police captured the terrorist Awuti Mawuti, who took part in the 

assassination attempt on Aronghan Aji. 

 

Reporter: Why did you hate Aronghan Aji so much? Why did you have to kill him? 

Awuti Mawuti: At that time, we believed that he had betrayed the religion. We had to 

purify the faith, so we had to kill him. We believed he was scum of religion. 

Reporter: I don’t understand why you regarded him as scum. Why did you? 

Aronghan Aji: It is wrong of them to consider me as scum of the nation, I am not a 

scum of the nation. 

Reporter: Are all the people working for the government pagans and scum? 

Aronghan Aji: It’s wrong to say that, because the government is the people’s 

government and cares for the people. 

Zhang Xiuming (Director of the Police office of XUAR): The terrorists themselves do 

not have much knowledge of religion. When I had religious discussions with many 

well-known religious patriots, they told me that their [the terrorists’] actions directly 

violate the religious doctrine. Therefore, they just use the religion to achieve their 

political aims. 

 

4. The Plan for the “Hotan Conference” 

 
Since 1991, less than seven years ago, when the “EasternTurkestan” forces began 

establishing their terrorist training camps, hundreds of terrorists were trained. At the 

beginning of 1996, in order to work out a unified course of action and determine strict 

organizational discipline, the “EasternTurkestan” terrorists held a so-called “Eastern 

Turkestan Islamic Conference” in Hotan. 
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Reporter: I watched a video of the conference, the one captured by the police. Why 

did you tape the conference? 

Ahemaiti Abulaiti: It was mainly done as a commemoration and to enable other 

members of the organization to grasp the spirit of the conference. 

 

Before his arrest Ahemaiti Abulaiti had been the liaison man of “the Allah Party 

[Hizbullah] of EasternTurkestan” [dongtu yisilan zhenzhudang]. 

 

Reporter: I noticed that all the participants of the conference were neatly dressed. Was 

there a dress code for the conference? 

Ahemaiti Abulaiti: The dress code was required as a means to improve the quality of 

the conference. At the same time, the participants did not want the others to know 

who they were, so they all wore gauze masks. 

 

At the conference, the “EasternTurkestan” terrorist organization formulated some 

disciplinary rules. When joining the organization, each member had to pledge his 

loyalty to the organization; not to hesitate to sacrifice his life and those of his family; 

to absolutely obey the orders of the higher level; not to ask others about their life; and 

to impose capital punishment upon those who have betrayed the members of the 

organization and it’s secrets. 

 

Yasheng Abula: At that time, we made it a rule that all members of the organization 

should obey orders and submit themselves to command, no one should act without 

authorization, and those violating the discipline should be punished, depending on 

how serious the violation is. 

 

Reporter: What might be the result if you do not act according to their opinions? 

Maimaiti Mulawuxi: If one does not act according to his pledge, he could get killed. 

Yibulayin Tuoerti: A that time, with his gun pointed at the head of each of us, he said, 

“if anyone wants to withdraw from here, I’ll kill him”. And he made a note of each 

one’s home address in detail. 

 

At the Hotan conference, the terrorist organization had planned a detailed course of 

action to be carried out stage by stage. 

  

Yasheng Abula: The plan was composed of four stages. In the first stage, the main 

effort was to raise money and train the men. 

 

In order to accomplish the goals of the first stage, the terrorists established training 

camps at different locations. Unlike before, they even enrolled ignorant children as 

trainees. In the training camps, they exercised centralized control of the children 

between the ages of eight and fifteen. The children went through extreme religious 

indoctrination and physical training. 

 

Yasheng Abula: In the second stage efforts had been made to kill a number of famous 

“scum” people in Xinjiang. 

 

At the Hotan Conference, they had listed twenty-four targets for assassination. In 

their enforcement plan there is a passage reading: “Our aim is to wipe out from our 

society the religious traitors and the scum of our nation. By attacking them we warn 
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others and weaken the power of the government: that is and drive the Han people 

away and then explode the bridge.” 

 

Yasheng Abula: The goal of the third stage was to create conditions for a guerrilla 

war. 

 

After the Hotan Conference in 1996, the Xinjiang Police destroyed a total of over ten 

secret storehouses in different places, used for concealing firearms. It also captured 

hundreds of different guns and a large number of explosive devices including time 

bombs, explosives and detonators. 

 

Yasheng Abula: The last stage was to mobilize all the people to take part in the war 

and wage a life-and-death struggle.  

 

In a programmatic document completed at the Hotan Conference, the “Eastern 

Turkestan” terrorist forces made a clear proposition to propagate a Holy War 

[Jihad] and promote independence by performing bigger terrorist acts. They 

proposed that they should, “at any cost, perform all kinds of terrorist acts at crowded 

places, such as kindergartens, hospitals and schools, in order to create a terrorizing 

climate and to enlarge our influence”. On February 25
th

 1997, less than three months 

after the Hotan Conference, several terrorists carried out a series of explosions in 

buses no. 10, no. 14 and no. 2. 

 

Motabaier (victim of the explosion on February 25
th

): As I was standing there, I did 

not dare believe what was happening. I thought that I was dreaming, so I pinched 

myself. 

 

Not long after six o’clock, on the afternoon of February 25
th

, Motabaier, a sixth grade 

primary schoolgirl, has left school, accompanied by two classmates, and boarded bus 

no. 10. 

 

Motabaier: When the bus was about to arrive at the equipment factory stop, I 

suddenly became dizzy. Now I realize that I lost my consciousness. I am sure that 

there had to be a very loud sound, but I did not hear a thing. 

 

At six thirty on the afternoon of February 25
th

 1997, a bomb exploded onboard the no. 

10 bus as it was approaching its terminal point. 

 

Motabaier: After I woke up, I could not stop crying. I could not raise my left foot to 

walk, no matter how hard I tried. 

Reporter: What was wrong with your foot? 

Motabaier: My feet were wounded and I could not move. When I looked at my legs, 

my jeans were soaked with blood. It was terrifying.  

  

At the time, both legs of Motabaier, a twelve-year-old primary schoolgirl, were badly 

wounded. Two more Uygyr primary school pupils, not yet ten years old, who were 

riding the same bus, were killed instantly. 

 

Motabaier’s Father: Also on the same bus, there was a seven years old, first grade 

Uyghur schoolgirl. And she remained hospitalized even after my daughter was 
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discharged. She was seriously wounded. It seemed as if her whole back was broken. 

During the whole period, nearly three months, which I had spent in the hospital with 

my daughter, never did the girl cease crying. 

Reporter: What was the purpose of the bomb attack? 

Yibulayin Touhuti: After all, at the time we felt resentful toward the government and 

wished to take revenge by carrying out the attack. 

 

Yibulayin Touhuti was involved in the February 25
th

 bomb attack and had joined the 

“EasternTurkestan” terrorist organization in 1996. 

 

Reporter: But as far as we know, your target was the bus, on which there could be 

Han, Uyghur or people of other minority nationalities. As it turned out, some Uyghurs 

were also killed. What have you to say to that? 

Yibulayin Touhuti: The concrete purpose of the attack was not clear to me then. But 

as a subordinate, I could only obey orders and submit myself to the command of my 

superiors. I just did what I was told to do. 

Reporter: Do you know of the September 11
th

 terrorist attack? 

Yibulayin Touhuti: I’ve heard of it. 

Reporter: If your leader told you to do a thing like that, would you do it? 

Yibulayin Touhuti: At the time, I would have done whatever I was told to do, so yes I 

might have done so. 

Father of Motabaier: Bus no. 10 passes through an area populated by mixed 

nationalities. Schools and cultural organizations are grouped along the bus’s route. 

The choice of this bus as a target shows that they lacked fundamental conscience. It 

was a complete act of terrorism. 

Reporter: What you did brings to people’s minds only one word: terror. would you 

agree?  

Yasheng Abula: We carried out anti-government acts, including bomb and shooting 

attacks, which are basically the same as those undertaken by international terrorists. 

 

Between 1992, when the case of the February 25
th 

attack was solved, and 1997, the 

police has uncovered more than thirty “Eastern Turkestan” terrorist organizations in 

Xinjiang, and has captured hundreds of terrorists. After 1997, the key members of the 

“EasternTurkestan” terrorist organizations in China escaped to foreign countries, 

one after another, and have colluded with the international terrorist forces outside 

China and continued to carry out terrorist acts and violence in Xinjiang. 

 

Reporter (on the spot): On April 6
th

 1998, at the Horgos border station, the department 

concerned captured a great quantity of weapons and ammunition, on board a transit 

train [there is no railroad in Horgos], including AK-47 assault rifles, pistols and 

silencers, varied ammunition, explosives, detonators etc… Surprisingly, there have 

been sixteen other weapon loads smuggled earlier into China. How much weaponry 

and ammunition has been smuggled into China? Who was the recipient of these 

transports? And who organized the purchase of the weaponry and ammunition outside 

China and to what end? 

 

Between the middle of February to April 6
th

 1998, the Eastern Turkestan terrorist 

organizations outside China have smuggled fifteen loads of weaponry into China, 

including assault rifles, fifteen pistols, and a big quantity of bullets, detonators, 

antitank grenades and explosives. 
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5. Where Did the Weapons Come From? 
 

Wang Mingshan (Deputy Director-General of the Yili-Kazak Autonomous Prefecture 

Public Security Department): The amount of weapons secretly transported on the 26
th

 

of April was the largest since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. 

Reporter: According to your investigations, to which terrorist organization did the 

weapons belong? 

Wang Mingshan: According to our investigation it was the terrorist organization 

headed by Mehmet Emin Hazret [Maimaitiming Aizilaiti] now entrenched in Central 

Asia, which had planned and organized the transportation of the weapons. 

 

Mehmet Emin Hazret, alias Aizimujiang, was originally a screenwriter for the 

Xinjiang Tianshan Film Studio. After he had moved abroad in 1989, he became the 

chairman of the “EasternTurkestan Liberation Organization”, a terrorist 

organization outside China. 

 

Haimiti Maimaitijiang: Once Mehmet Emin came to me. After he showed me several 

regulations he said that, from now on, I was to act according to the instructions of the 

organization and am not to do anything without authorization. Anyone violating the 

rules will have been punished. 

 

Haimiti Maimaitijiang joined the “EasternTurkestan Liberation Organization” in 

1997, when he was studying in Egypt. In 1998, he had been dispatched back to China 

by Mehmet Emin Hazret and was the one receiving the weaponry on April 6
th

.  

 

Reporter: who would use so much weaponry? 

Haimiti Maimaitijiang: Inside a tea packet that Mehmet Emin Hazret sent by mail, 

there was a slip of paper on which he ordered us to recruit new members to the 

organization and send him a list of targets. 

 

In 1998, Mehmet Emin Hazret had planned to carry out a series of terrorist attacks in 

Xinjiang. He shipped a great amount of weapons and sent more than thirty members 

of the organization to China. Among the planned attacks were assassinations and 

bomb attacks. 

 

Haimiti Maimaitijiang: As we were leaving he said that after we come back, we will 

be back to “business as usual”, but we were to be ready and waiting as soon as we get 

an order.  

 

During the process of pursuing and capturing the weapons transported into China on 

the 24
th

 of April 1998, there was a serious gunfight between the police and the 

terrorists. In these photos from the scene of the fight, we can see the marks left during 

the fight. 

 

Wang Mingshan: Through their resistance, they showed professional strategic action. 

During the interrogation, they all confessed that they had been specially trained at the 

military bases in Afghanistan. 

Wuquwenla Rouzi: Those who have joined the “EasternTurkestan Liberation 

Organization” must go abroad for training. The training courses include instruction in 
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designing, assembling and disassembling pistols, rifles and other different weapons 

and making explosive devices. 

 

Wuquwenla Rouzi, alias Tajier Aji, is a native of Yili, Xinjiang. He joined the 

“Eastern Turkestan Liberation Organization” in April 1998. After he came back to 

China in April 2000, he was arrested for the illegal manufacturing of explosive 

devices. He was a key member of the “Eastern Turkestan Liberation Organization”. 

 

Reporter: What was the aim of the organization? 

Wuquwenla Rouzi: The main goal was to oppose and exclude the Han people in 

Xinjiang and finally to realize the independence of Xinjiang. 

 

Established in 1990, the “Eastern Turkestan Liberation Organization” is one of those 

organizations set up abroad to split the nation. As early as the 1950s, Yimin [Mehmet 

Emin Bughra], former vice-chairman of the Guomindang Xinjiang Government, and 

Aisha [Isa Yusuf Alptekin], secretary-general of the Xinjiang Government, escaped 

abroad before Xinjiang’s liberation. They then established the “Eastern Turkestan 

Party”, “The Association of Eastern Turks Overseas” and other splittist 

organizations, with the support of foreign anti-China forces. On December 12
th

 1992, 

these splittist organizations held a so-called “Conference of Eastern Turkestan” 

abroad. At the conference, they came up with a staged plan. According to the plan, 

during the first two years, they would develop the organization and expand their 

forces; during the next three years, they would put it into action; in 1997, they would 

go all out, and in 2000, they would achieve independence. In order to implement the 

plan, in 1997, they began to establish training camps abroad, train terrorists dispatch 

their members to China by stages, waiting for the opportunity to carry out acts of 

terrorism. 

 

In 1999, one year after the case of the April 6
th

 weapons smuggling was solved, the 

Xinjiang police solved a case of the illegal manufacturing of explosive devices and 

captured a great amount of homemade antitank grenades in the Hotan Prefecture. 

 

Reporter: Are these antitank grenades? 

Che Yuping (Director of the Hotan Prefecture Public Security Department): All these 

are antitank grenades. 

Reporter: How many altogether? 

Che Yuping: In 1999 alone we captured more than 5000. 

Reporter: How big is the effect of this kind of antitank grenade for humans? 

Che Yuping: While we were encircling and trying to capture four terrorists on March 

25
th

 1999, one of them threw an antitank grenade at us, wounding four policemen. We 

believe its lethal radius is about three meters, comparatively strong. 

 

Reporter (on the spot): this is E-Yi-He Village, Moyu County, Hotan Prefecture in 

Xinjiang. On the surface, this residence looks no different from any other, but on the 

evening of July 5
th

 1998 the Hotan Police discovered here a small munitions factory 

for the manufacturing of antitank grenades and other explosive devices. In addition to 

capturing a great amount of firearms, ammunition and raw materials, the police 

discovered a tunnel thirty meters long. 

 

Reporter: Did things looked like this when you found it? 
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Maimaiti Aili (Chief of the Qinibake Police Substation of Moyu County): No, a door 

plank had covered the tunnel and earth was covering the plank, so it was not easy to 

find. 

Reporter: Shall we go down and have a look? (Entering the tunnel) how long is it? 

Maimaiti Aili: The tunnel is twenty-nine meters long. 

Reporter: The electric light was originally here? 

Maimaiti Aili: Yes it was. 

Reporter: What did you discover in the tunnel? 

Maimaiti Aili: Explosives and cases for making antitank grenades were all piled up 

here. Antitank grenades were first found here. These are the moulds, raw materials 

and half-made antitank grenades discovered by the police. 

 

Reporter: This antitank grenade was discovered here by the police, and has been 

diffused. According to the investigation by the Hotan Police, within less than three 

years, between 1997 and 1999, the terrorist organizations produced nearly six 

thousand such grenades. Who paid for the manufacturing of these grenades and 

where did they learn the technique for making them? At the end of 1999, the Xinjiang 

Police arrested Sidike Hasimu, one of the principal criminals who had illegally made 

these explosive devices. 

 

Reporter: Why did you go to Hotan at the beginning of 1999? 

Sidike Hasimu: I was carrying with me some chemicals I had bought, such as sodium 

hydride and ammonium nitrate. 

Reporter: For what purpose did you buy these chemicals? 

Sidike Hasimu: For the making of explosive devices. 

Reporter: Where did you learn how to make explosive devices? 

Sidike Hasimu: In Jalalabad, Afghanistan.  

Che Yuping: Eight key members were sent to slip into Hotan. Soon after their arrival 

they started recruiting people and training them in making explosives. 

Reporter: What was their planned course of action? 

Che Yuping: Their specific plan was to establish a military stronghold, so that they 

could confront us for a long time and fight a guerrilla war. 

Reporter: Who was in command of this action? 

Sidike Hasimu (member of the Eastern Turkestan terrorist organization): Hasan 

Mahsum (Aishan Maihesumu). 

 

Hasan Mahsum, alias Sangsun Duluohe, is a native of Kashi, Xinjiang. He has left 

China in 1997 and had joined the “Eastern Turkestan Islamic Movement”, a terrorist 

organization, that same year. 

 

Reporter: What is the Party’s program? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: The purpose of the organization is to establish an emirate with a 

constitution based on the Islamic law in the whole world. This emirate should first be 

established in Xinjiang. 

Reporter: By what means? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: First by military force, and by means of war. 

 

Mutalifu Hasimu alias Saiyapu is a native of Kashi, Xinjiang. He is one of the key 

members of the “EasternTurkestan Islamic Movement” terrorist organization. In June 

1999, he was dispatched back to China. 
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Reporter: Why did Hasan Mahsum send you back to China? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: First he had told me to find weapons in China. Than I was to look 

for rich donors and raise money; next I was to get a map of the border area between 

Afghanistan and Tashkorgan, China, or gather information about the geographic 

conditions there. 

Reporter: Why did Hasan Mahsum need such a map? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Because Hasan Mahsum believes that if he’ll wage war against 

China, it’ll start here. Tashkorgan County is China’s only area bordering on 

Afghanistan. 

 

Before he escaped to Afghanistan in 1997, Hasan Mahsum had been one of the heads 

of the “Eastern Turkestan” terrorist organization in China. As early as the beginning 

of the 1990’s he was a lecturer at the Yecheng County “Eastern Turkestan” training 

camp in Xinjiang, teaching the ideas of “Holy War” to the terrorist trainees. In 1997, 

Hasan Mahsum escaped to Afghanistan, where a civil war was raging at the time. 

With Afghanistan as his base he continued recruiting new trainees for the terrorist 

training program. 

 

Reporter: How did you get abroad? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: I had a desire for studying. One goes abroad either for a pilgrimage 

to the Holy City of Mecca or for the sake of studying and enriching ones knowledge. 

 

After he moved abroad, Mutalifu found a public Koran school where he studied 

Koran. A few months later while he was preparing for his exams, he met Hasan 

Mahsum. 

 

Mutalifu Hasimu: There were seven months left until I had to take my college 

entrance the examination was to take place in September. While I was studying for 

my exams, Hasan Mahsum and others approached me. They said to me, “You should 

quit your studies”. 

 

6. An “Eastern Turkestan” Terrorist: “I Have Seen Bin Laden” 
 

Located in the hinterland of Asia, Xinjiang is bordering on eight countries. Since the 

1990s, many of its people go abroad for studies or business each year. Those people 

have become the targets for the recruitment teams of the “Eastern Turkestan” 

terrorist organizations operating abroad. 

 

Mutalifu Hasimu: The intention of these people was basically good, they wished to 

learn more about things they did not know and improve their knowledge of Islam at 

an Islamic school. But once abroad, they were tempted by those splittists, who used 

these pious Muslims and led them astray. 

 

In 1997 the “Eastern Turkestan Islamic Movement” and other terrorist organizations 

abroad began establishing administrative bodies one after the other in different Asian 

countries. They were trying to recruit these people for a terrorist training camp in 

Afghanistan, by providing board and lodging and providing them with scholarships 

as bait. 
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Mutalifu Hasimu: Each terrorist organization has its own office and so does Hasan 

Mahsum. After passing through the administrative formalities in Hasan Mahsum’s 

organization, the recruits are sent to Afghanistan, where there are corresponding 

offices in each organization. After arriving at the office in Afghanistan, the chief 

administrators of these offices send the recruits to different bases according to the 

letters of introduction received from the different organizations. 

Reporter: In general, what kind of courses does a recruit go through at a base? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: After arriving at the base, they receive physical training and diverse 

basic-skill military drills such as assembling and disassembling different weapons and 

shooting. Some could not stand the hardship. After basic training, those considered 

reliable were sent to another base for a course in chemical explosives. 

Reporter:  How long is the training period? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Generally, it took a year to finish the whole training cours. 

 

Afghanistan is located in the hinterland of Asia. Since the 1980s, international 

terrorist organizations have established more than a hundred training camps in this 

country, which is fraught by war and chaos. 

 

Awuti Mawuti: I know that the place I went to was called Huo-Si-Te, or Huo-Si-Te 

prefecture, in northwest Afghanistan, but I don’t know the name of the base itself.  

Reporter: Other than the knowledge of using weapons, was there anything else that 

impressed you deeply? 

Awuti Mawuti: The place was heavily guarded with sentries everywhere. We were 

always on alert and ready for combat. Outsiders were not allowed to enter. And any 

strangers spotted were questioned. Anyone missing was found and brought back 

shortly afterwards. 

Reporter: How many recruits did Hasan Mahsum train? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: According to my calculations, maybe five-hundred. I returned to 

China in June, 1999, so I don’t know what had happened later. 

Reporter: Did you calculate how much money was needed for training one person for 

a whole year? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: No, I did not, though the money did not come from Hasan 

Mahsum. It came from Arabs’ financial support. 

Reporter: Do you know the exact source of the money? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: It came mainly from Bin-Laden. The expenses for food, clothes, 

medicine and other daily necessities were totally covered by Bin-Laden. 

 

Osama Bin-Laden was born in 1955 to a rich businessman’s family in Saudi Arabia. 

He is suspected of planning and executing several terror attacks, such as the bombing 

of an American embassy in Africa and the attacks on the World Trade Center 

buildings in New-York on September 11
th

 2001. 

 

Reporter: Did you see Bin-Laden? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: I saw Bin-Laden once but we did not shake hands. 

Reporter: When? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: In October 1997, when I went to Bin-Laden’s base with Hasan 

Mahsum. Bin-Laden was at the camp and Hasan Mahsum asked me if I knew him and 

I answered “no”, so Hasan Mahsum said “this is Ben-Laden”. 

Reporter: Did you talk with him? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: No, I was more than twenty meters away from him. 
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Reporter: Did he see you? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: He saw me. 

Reporter: What was your impression of him? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: His head was wound in cloth and his beard was white. He was 

handsome and he wore army uniform. 

Reporter: Was he carrying any weapons? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: No, he was not carrying any weapons. 

Reporter: Did he have bodyguards? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Yes, he had armed bodyguards. 

 

In 1979 Bin-Laden has established his military training bases in Afghanistan, at the 

beginning of the war there. 

 

Reporter: How many training bases did Bin-Laden have in Afghanistan? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Three directly connected to him. 

Reporter: Which ones? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: The first was called Paluke, the second, Sidike and the third 

Jiahetewali. 

Reporter: Could Hasan Mahsum use these bases? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Hasan Mahsum was using these bases. He sent the people there and 

Bin-Laden’s people would train them.  

Reporter: In your opinion, how close was the relationship between Hasan Mahsum 

and Bin-Laden? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Given Bin-Laden’s help to Hasan Mahsum, I think Hasan Mahsum 

could take whatever he wished from Bin-Laden. 

 

At the instigation of Ben-Laden, in late 1997 Hasan Mahsum established his own 

training camps in Afghanistan and became a close advisor for Bin-Laden’s base 

organization. 

 

Reporter: Did the Taliban give him [Mahsum] any help? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: The Taliban has given him all kind of weapons, even tanks, for 

training. In Hasan Mahsum’s bases alone there were more than a hundred tanks. As 

long as he had fuel, he used to drive them and let the trainees drive too. 

 

The “Eastern Turkestan” terrorist organization did not only train in Bin-Laden’s 

camps in Afghanistan, but also took part in the civil war there. 

 

Mutalifu Hasimu: There were many young people from Xinjiang in Afghanistan. 

They all fought for the Taliban. Some died in battle. All were associated with Hasan 

Mahsum. 

Reporter: How many Xinjiang natives died in battle? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: About ten. 

 

The “Eastern Turkestan” terrorists not only joined the Afghan Civil War but also took 

part in the Chechen War. In August 1997, Apulikemu Kuerban [?Abdulkerim 

Kurban], an “Eastern Turkestan” terrorist was captured by Russian troops during the 

Chechen war and extradited to China. 

 

Reporter: For how long did you fight in Chechenia? 
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Apulikemu Kuerban: For five months. I took part in more than twenty battles. 

Reporter: Were you ever in danger? 

Apulikemu Kuerban: Of course! 

 

Now forty-two years old, Apulikemu Kuerban was originally a worker at the wool mill 

in Kashi, Xinjiang. He had left China in 1993, joined the “Eastern Turkestan” 

organization in 1994 and was sent to the Chechen battlefield in 1996. 

 

Reporter: How many people did you kill in battle? 

Apulikemu Kuerban: During a battle, one cannot calculate how many he had killed. 

You are too preoccupied with saving your own life. 

 

After the war in Chechenia broke out, the terrorist “Eastern Turkestan Liberation 

Organization” has sent its key members and commanders to gain experience in the 

war. 

 

Reporter: Who helped in training them? 

Apulikemu Kuerban: The people of Chechenia.  

Reporter: How many [Eastern Turkestan] people had joined the war in Chechenia? 

Wuquwenla Rouzi: Generally, the number of those trained and those who joined the 

war was a secret and was not published. But, some had begun training even before the 

war. 

Apulikemu Kuerban: There were three of us, one was captured and one was killed. 

Reporter: Do you think that your war experience was part of the “Holy War” you 

initiated? 

Apulikemu Kuerban: I think so. The training was for the same purpose. 

Reporter: You fought for Dudayef and his followers in Chechenia. Do you think the 

Chechen people will join you in your fight? 

Apulikemu Kuerban: The Chechens did not know my nationality and they thought I 

was Uzbek. They said that, if we wished to establish an Islamic regime in Uzbekistan, 

they would surely come to our aid. 

 

The actions of the “Eastern Turkestan” terrorists threaten not only China’s domestic 

stability, but also seriously threaten that of neighboring countries. In order to raise 

money, the “Eastern Turkestan Liberation Organization” abroad has kidnapped a 

Xinjiang businessman in May 2000, and set fire to his ware in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 

On May 25
th

 that year the terrorists attacked a Chinese working group in Kyrgyzstan, 

killed one of its members and wounded two more. After the incident they fled to 

Kazakhstan and there killed three policemen in Almati, in September. After the 

September 11
th

 attack on the U.S. the “Eastern Turkestan” terrorist organizations 

issued numerous statements, claiming that they had no relations with Bin-Laden and 

had never agreed with any act of terror or violence. 

 

Reporter: After September 11
th

, why did they spread those statements like “we are not 

their partners” and “we are totally different from them”? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: They were in a difficult situation and needed to defend themselves. 

Reporter: Where do you think Hasan Mahsum is now, after the September 11
th

 attack 

and the American offensive? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: I feel he is still in Afghanistan. 

Reporter: Alive or dead? 
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Mutalifu Hasimu: Alive. 

Reporter: are you sure? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: I am sure he is still alive, for if he had died, he would not have died 

alone, the both of them would have died together. I believe that he is with Bin-Laden. 

Reporter: What would the effect of the American attack be on their overall plan? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: No effect whatsoever. 

Reporter: Will they carry on with their original plan? 

Mutalifu Hasimu: Yes they will, they will continue with their plan, because Bin-

Laden is not an isolated man, rather he represents a terrorist organization, spread all 

over the world. 

 

7. Zhang Xiuming, Director General of Public Security: “We Have 

the Capability to Control the Situation” 

 
Since 1997, the “ Eastern Turkestan” terrorist organizations have dispatched more 

than a hundred professionally-trained terrorists back to China and have carried out 

more than two-hundred terrorist attacks, including assassinations, explosions, arson 

and poisoning. 

 

Reporter: what were the effects of the terrorist activity on the stability and prosperity 

in Xinjiang in the last few years? 

Zhang Xiuming (Director of the XUAR Public Security Office): Of course these 

activities have affected the stability, development and normal life in Xinjiang, but I 

can assure you that we have the capability to control the situation. 

Reporter: Do you get much popular support for the fight against terrorism? 

Zhang Xiuming: Of China’s different nationalities, forty-seven are living here 

together. The difference in religion and culture has never caused Xinjiang to be 

separated from China. In Xinjiang there is strong popular support for safeguarding 

and upholding China’s national unity. 

 

In recent years, owing to resolute attacks against the illegal acts of the “Eastern 

Turkestan” terrorist forces in Xinjiang, the violent terrorist incidents are diminishing 

with the years. Now, the society in Xinjiang is stable and people of different 

nationalities unite. The living standard of all nationalities is improving and Xinjiang 

is becoming a hot spot for investment and development as part of the development of 

west China. 


